China 15th  International Photographic Art Exhibition

China International Photographic Art Exhibition (hereinafter referred to as CIPAE), which is organized by China Photographers Association, is the largest photographic competition and exhibition in China with the longest history, the most extensive international influence and the largest number of participants from home and abroad. Launched with the approval of the Ministry of Culture of the PRC in 1981, the exhibition takes place every two years. The 14 competitions held so far have received some 360,000 entries submitted by over 60,000 photographers from more than 100 countries and regions.

    The 15th China International Photographic Art Exhibition will be held in Lishui City, Zhejiang Province, in November 2013. The exhibition aims to showcase the achievements countries have made in photography over recent years and display the useful attempts and practices of photographers around the world in different categories of photography, for the purpose of promoting the sharing and development of photographic cultures of all countries. In keeping with the advance of science and technology and the expansion of people's knowledge of photographic art, the exhibition this year will include several changes and new arrangements in both call for entries and prizes.

    Photographic groups, veteran and young photographers, and amateur photographers from all walks of life and in all corners of the world are welcome to submit their works to this competition. 

I. Important Dates: 

    Submission Deadline: July 31, 2013
    Appraisal Date: August 2013
    Results Release Date: September 2013
    Exhibition Date: November 2013
    Date of Award Delivery (medals, certificates, etc.): December 2013

II. Rules

1. Entry Submission: Please log on the homepage of China Photographers Association (www.cpanet.cn), enter the English page, click the 15th China International Photographic Art Exhibition for registration, fill in all required information, and upload your works by following online instructions. Only digital photos in JPEG format with the long edge of 1024 pixels will be accepted.

2. Categories: The exhibition is divided into themed and non-themed categories. Photos submitted under the themed category must carry the theme of "Female" (documentary works ONLY), while non-themed categories shall include documentary, art and commercial photos. Each participant may choose one or more categories, but the same entry shall be submitted to one category only. Both singles and series of photos are acceptable, and the number of photos in each series shall be limited to 4 -12.

3. No entry fee will be charged for participation in the exhibition.

4. The exhibition does not accept any work selected or awarded at previous International Photographic Art Exhibitions organized by China Photographers Association.

5. Participants shall make sure that they have finished their entries independently, and that they possess independent, complete, explicit, and non-controversial copyright on their works; they shall also guarantee that their works do not and will not infringe upon any other person's legitimate rights, including copyright, portrait right, reputation right and right to privacy, etc.

6. The use of all or part of the images obtained from others' works by whatever technical means is strictly prohibited. All legal liabilities arising from the disputes caused by the breach of the above rules shall be borne entirely by the participant.

7. Statement: In case of copyright disputes and other serious violation of the rules, the organizing committee shall disqualify the participants in question, and withdraw all misplaced medals, prizes, certificates, ribbons, etc.

8. Note: The original image files (original digital data or negatives) of the works selected for award consideration under "female" and documentary categories shall be submitted to the organizing committee within the set deadline for the experts to confirm their authenticity and develop them into exhibition photos. The negatives will be returned afterwards. The original images must be taken by the photographers themselves with equipment of photo-taking functions, such as cameras, mobile phones, tablet PCs and so on. They must contain complete information about the model of equipment, time of shooting and all the relevant parameters, and shall not be processed by any software. Failure to submit the required original images before the deadline shall be viewed as voluntary waiver of candidature. 

III. Awards

    The awards of the exhibition include the CPA Medal (China Photographers Association Medal) for the "female" category and documentary works under non-themed categories, and the FIAP Medal (International Federation of Photographic Art Medal) for the art and commercial photos submitted under non-themed categories.

1."Female" themed category
    Gold Medal Award: two winners; each with a prize of RMB 50,000 (after tax), a CPA medal and a certificate
    Silver Medal Award: four winners; each with a CPA medal and a certificate
    Bronze Medal Award: six winners; each with a CPA medal and a certificate
    Excellence Award: 20 winners; each with a CPA ribbon and a certificate
    150 works (including award-winning ones) shall be selected for award consideration and certificates shall be granted to the corresponding photographers.

2. Non-themed categories 
(1) Documentary
    Gold Medal Award: two winners; each with a prize of RMB 20,000 (after tax), a CPA medal and a certificate
    Silver Medal Award: four winners; each with a CPA medal and a certificate
    Bronze Medal Award: six winners; each with a CPA medal and a certificate
    Excellence Award: 20 winners; each with a CPA ribbon and a certificate.
(2) Art
    Gold Medal Award: two winners; each with a prize of RMB 20,000 (after tax), an FIAP medal and a certificate
    Silver Medal Award: four winners; each with an FIAP medal and a certificate
    Bronze Medal Award: six winners; each with an FIAP medal and a certificate
    Excellence Award: 20 winners; each with an FIAP ribbon and a certificate
(3) Commercial
    Gold Medal Award: two winners; each with a prize of RMB 20,000 (after tax), an FIAP medal and a certificate
    Silver Medal Award: four winners; each with an FIAP medal and a certificate
    Bronze Medal Award: six winners; each with an FIAP medal and a certificate
    Excellence Award: 20 winners; each with an FIAP ribbon and a certificate
    500 works (including award-winning photos) shall be selected for award consideration and the corresponding photographers shall be granted certificates. 

3. Recommender Award: multiple winners
    The recommender whose recommended work wins Gold Medal in the competition shall receive a prize of RMB 10,000 (after tax) and a certificate.
    Professionals such as exhibition organizers and photo editors are encouraged to recommend high-quality photographic works to the competition. The recommenders will receive the "Outstanding Recommender" certificate if their recommended work wins a Gold, Silver or Bronze Medal in the competition. Please log on the homepage of China Photographers Association (www.cpanet.cn), choose the English page, click the 15th China International Photographic Art Exhibition, and enter the Recommendation section for registration and recommendation. The recommenders shall seek the prior consent of the photographers before recommendation. No recommendation shall be accepted on works already submitted. In case of overlapping submission of the same entry, the photographer him/herself shall be deemed as the sole valid contributor.

4. Outstanding Organization Award: 10 winners
    Organizations and individuals with significant contribution to the exhibition shall be granted the "Outstanding Organization" Award.
Note: The organizing committee may adjust the award arrangement in light of the actual situation. In case of award cancellation or disqualification for such reasons as violation of rules, no replacement shall be made to fill the gap in the list of award winners.

IV. Category Description 

1. "Female" category refers to documentary works taken after 2000, which capture the daily lives and hardships of women around the world in a genuine, comprehensive and objective fashion, in the hope of arousing the interest of the public, government and media in female-related issues through the camera lens.

2. Documentary category refers to the works that faithfully record social life, ecological environment and folkways. The photos in this category include news photography, photography for special reports, social documentary photography as well as nature documentary photography.

3. Art category refers to the works that give expression to aesthetic sentiments and emotions. Its subject matters include cultural landscape, folk culture and customs, figures, inanimate subjects, animals and plants, etc. Entries in this category may take the form of creative, conceptual and experimental photography, with no restriction on the techniques employed.

4. Commercial category refers to those works intended for promoting a product, a concept of service or a way of consumption. Its subject matters include, but not limited to, advertising, studio portraits, fashion shows and urban buildings, with no restriction on the techniques employed. 

5. No content addition or deletion is allowed for the original image of works in the "female" or documentary categories. Moderate tone or shade adjustment in the post-production stage is permitted only when such adjustment does not tamper with the authentic feature of the subject. Color photos can be modified entirely (not partially) into black-and-white (or monochrome). In addition to entry title, there shall be a brief introduction (within 100 words, including the time and place of shooting and key information of the scene) to each work.

V. Appraisal

    The organizing committee will invite over 10 professional photographers from home and abroad to conduct fair and impartial appraisals of all submitted entries that comply with the rules provided in this notice.

VI. Related Matters

1. The selected and awarded works constitute a competitive advantage for the corresponding photographers to apply for FIAP distinction.

2. The appraisal and selection results will be made public on the website of China Photographers Association and other CPA-affiliated media organizations in September 2013.

3. Winners of the Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals and their recommenders, and winners of the Outstanding Organization Award will be invited by the organizing committee to the opening ceremony of the exhibition and a one-week photo-shooting opportunity in Lishui in November 2013. The organizing committee will cover the food, accommodation and transportation expenses of the participants during their stay in Lishui. The cost of travel from and back to the invitee's place of residence is at their own expense. 

4. Each participant will receive an e-catalogue of the exhibition.

5. The organizing committee is entitled to display the entries in connection to the exhibition on the website of China Photographers Association, and use the selected and awarded works in the exhibitions, yearbooks, catalogues, picture books, CDs as well as media promotion and other online or offline activities between 2013 and 2014 free of charge.

6. The participants who have submitted their works shall be deemed as in agreement with all the rules provided in this notice. The appraisal committee is entitled to reject any work that fails to comply with these rules.

7. The organizing committee of the 15th China International Photographic Art Exhibition retains the right of final interpretation on this notice and all matters related to the exhibition. 

VII. Address of the Organizing Committee

    International Liaison Department, 
    China Photographers Association (Please mark "International Photographic Art Exhibition")
    48, Dongsi Shi'er Tiao, Dongcheng District
    Beijing 100007
    P.R. China
    Tel. / Fax: 0086-10-65255117, 0086-10-65141380
    Contact person: Zhou Jing/He Shan 
    Note: Participants may also choose to send their works and entry forms to gjbcpa15@gmail.com or mail their photos in the format of CDs to the above address in case of technical failure when upholding photos online. Please name your entry in the format of "Country/Region+Photographer's Name+Entry Title".
